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BEERTRENDS

T
raditionally brewed in the early 
winter, maibocks (or May bocks) 
arrive on store shelves in late 
April or early May, Maibocks 

work well to move your consumers from 
the heavier, bolder beers of winter to the 
lighter, crisper styles of summer.
 Labeled as helles bocks (or bright 
bocks) by some brewers, this beer style 
can range in color from a rich, dark gold, 
to a clear amber red. Speaking broadly, 
maibocks offer a well balanced beer ex-
perience, with sweet pale malt fl avors 
up front, and a subtle yet notable hop 
presence in the fi nish. Alcohol by vol-
ume (ABV) for this style can range from 
5.7% to 7.5%.
 As a lager, maibocks are a perfect beer 
style to recommend to any beer con-
sumer, and they match up well with the 
traditional Easter dinner, including fresh 
ham, broccoli casserole, hard boiled eggs, 
as well as malt balls and jelly beans.
 The maibock style was originally 
brewed by Munich’s Hofbrauhaus for 
consumption during the May Day cel-
ebration. Each year a huge barrel of 
maibock is tapped by the Prime Minister 
of Bavaria and the Mayor of Munich to 
kick off this spring festival, so there is 
some history behind this style of beer.
 Hosting a maibock / helles bock tast-
ing in your store can be a great way to 
jump-start your beer season. Introduc-
ing your customers to this style can give 
them something to look forward to year 
after year, and there are many brands 
available to choose from. Some brewers 
offer these seasonally, while others brew 
their version of a maibock year round.

Spring is in the air,
mailbocks on the shelves
BY MICHAEL KUDERKA

Maibocks Examples:

• Ambrosia Maibock
Elysian Brewing - Seattle, WA

• Atwater Mai Bock
Atwater Block Brewery - Detroit, MI

• August Schell Brewing Maifest
August Schell Brewing - New Ulm, MN

• Ayinger Jahrhundert
Brauerei Aying - Germany

• Capital Brewery Maibock
Capital Brewery - Middleton, WI

• Climax Hoffmann Helles
Climax Brewing - Roselle Park, NJ

• Flying Dog Heller Hound Mai Bock
Flying Dog Brewery – Frederick, MD

• Fort Collins Hellesbock
Fort Collins Brewery - Fort Collins, CO

• Franconia Maibock
Franconia Brewing - McKinney, TX

• Gordon Biersch Maibock
Gordon Biersch Brewery - Pasadena, CA

• Grand Teton Mammoth Maibock
 Grand Teton Brewing - Victor, ID

• Hacker-Pschorr Munchener Hell
 Hacker-Pschorr Bräu - Germany

• Heiner Brau Maibock
Heiner Brau - Covington, LA

• Hofbräu Maibock
Staatliches Hofbräuhaus - Germany

• JW DunDee's Pale Bock Lager
Genesee Brewery (KPS) - Rochester, NY

• Kostritzer Maibock
Köstritzer Schwarzbierbrauerei - Germany

• Lakefront Big Easy Beer
Lakefront Brewery, Inc. - Milwaukee, WI

• Maibock
Aktien-Brauerei - Germany

• Penn Maibock
Penn Brewery - Pittsburgh, PA

• Point Einbock
Stevens Point Brewery - Stevens Point, WI

• Rahr Brewing Bucking Bock
Rahr & Sons Brewing - Fort Worth, TX

• Ramstein Maibock Lager Beer
High Point Wheat Beer - Butler, NJ

• Rogue Dead Guy Ale
Rogue Ales - Newport, OR

• Saranac Helles
F.X. Matt Brewing - Utica, NY

• Shiner 99 Helles Lager
Spoetzl Brewing - Shiner, TX

• Smuttynose Brewing Maibock
Smuttynose Brewing - Portsmouth, NH

• Sprecher Brewing Mai Bock
Sprecher Brewing - Glendale, WI

• Summit Maibock
Summit Brewing - St. Paul, MN

• Upland Brewing Company Maibock
Upland Brewing - Bloomington, IN

• Victory St. Boisterous
Victory Brewing - Downingtown, PA

• Weihenstephaner Original Premium
Brauerei Weihenstephan - Germany
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